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Start here!

have plenty of progress te report to you, most importantly on the site -

Welcome to Evelution and our first Progress Report! I'm glad to say we

see helow for details. We're very happy with cur new hotel but if you
are unable to attend a con outside Brighton, we witl refund your membership.
Our committee has often been described as a mixture of experience and
enthusiasm and we're certainly finding it a useful combination. We'd like to

introduce ourselves to
you and te tell you
something about our
Guests of Honour. We
hope you'll find the work
of Jack Cohen, Colin
Greenland, Bryan Talbot
and Vernor Vinge as
exciting as we do.

Also in this PR, you'll
find The Adventures of
Little Rex, a dingsaur
making great leaps in
evolution, plus some

This PR isn't only geing
to Evolution members —
if you haven't yet joined,
you'll find a membership
form enclosed.

Like all conventions,
we're looking for
volunteers to help out.
We need people in the
following areas: almost
everywhere (especially
QuarkXPress-sawvy DTP
people). If you would like
to help with transport,

brings in its wake,
please contact us at the
Evolution address.

We'll need to work out
what we have to do as
well as who we have to
do it with, so please be

- patient if we don't get

back te you immediately
- we will be in touch.
Similarly, if you have
any good ideas about
what you'd like to see at
Evolution, we'd like to

Evolution recipes, to Ops, security, publicity hear from you.
prove the Conspicuous or any of the many other - Mary Branscombe
Comsumptionbid at tasks that an Eastercon Publications Manager

Sou'Westerwrong - we
have a deep and abiding
interest in food! The list
of current members is on
the back page - please
check your details.

The Hotel -~ bad news and good news...

plan to hold Evelution in the

Brighton Metropole has fallen
through. After Sow’'Wester, we weant to
the Metropsle te negstiale a contract,
hut they decided they &dn’t want our
husiness. We believe they coasulied a
previous manager and decided they
dign’t want fannish basiness because
of variess problems at Comspiracy. This
was a great disappointment te us.

Ve kave not been able ta fiad
another suitable site in Brighton. We
still like the tewn of Brighton very
mech, but it appears hetels there den’t
wast, or can’t handle, our basiness.

The Good News

instead, we have found an excellent
hotel, sever before used by an
Eastercoa. The Radisson Edwardian is
a 459 bedroom 5 star hetel near
Heathrow and Arclion, the Sitar Trek
con held there, was a great suecess.
The staff are friendly and the facilities
excelient. We particularly like the
farge glass atrium with swimming poel.
The hotel premises affordable meals
and drinks at pub, not hetel, prices.

" Reom rates, per persen per aight,
inclmlisg falf English Breakfast are:
double er twin £30, tripie £28, single
sccupancy of a dsuble rsom £50.
These rates also apply during the
previous and following week. if you
fancy a lenger stay in Londea.

Firstiy,- we’re sorry te tell you our

Getting There

Heathrow is easy to reach from all
parts of the country. Coaches ran frem
many towss directly ts the airpert
{including Raiilir liaks fram Reading
and Wekiag) and there's a courtesy bus
to the Botel. The Undergromnd from
ceniral London takesabout 46
minutes. 0f ceurse, access by airis
easy! i yeu're driving, the hstel is just
off the A4 and near the M4.

Getling
Heathrow is also a good centre for
visiting other places, if you can drag
yourselves away from the cenventiea!
Royal Windser, Hampten Coart and
Richmond Park are nearhy, with tie
Chilterns ané Oxford just 40 miles
away. There’s a nice pub arcund the
back of the hotel. The couriesy bes
takes you back ts Heathrow — not the
gastronomic desert it's reputed to be.
Buses and tabes get you te west
Londen villages Teddington,
Hammersmith, Hounsiow and Ealing
{with the best fish & chip restaurant
for miles areund). Iit's easy ts get to
Southall, whick has plenty of good
Indian restapramts. Of course, there’s
always ceniral London, with maseums,
beoksheps., the West End, bsoksheps,
restaurants., DuMKShopS, phs and -
O, div wee -um-l the beokshaps?

i Mo - Pat McMurray

Site Liaison



ridget Hardcastle (also

known as Bug) started
going to conventions at
Eastcon ‘90 and never got
around to stopping as people
keep persuading her to part
with money for the next con.
Running an Eastercon came as
a surprise but is turning out to
be A Good Thing.

She is also involved with

IGSF (Imperial College SF
Society) and goes to see the
Rocky Horror Picture Show far

Meet the committee

too often. She is known for her
fondness for chocolate, which
she expounds upon at length
in Obsessions, her fanzine,
and likes Eastercons as they
are a great excuse to get given
chocolate.

In real life she is doing a
PhD in silicon micromachines
{“It’s like science fiction
every day”, enthuses Bridget).

il

In real life Mary Branscombe
is a features editor on a PG
magazine and not at all used
to talking about herself in the
third person, except on the
Internet. She reads
veoraciously and enjoys
anything from Barbara Hambly
and Charles de Lint to hard SF
via E.E. “Doc” Smith and
Philip Jose Farmer and is
waiting avidly to see if H
Beam Piper has re-incarnated
as Harry Turtiedove.

Previous con experience:
gained in the bar at UKCAC
and SCAM.

Most likely to say: Hang on,
I've only got another 10 pages
to read, Have we got any
Haagen-Dazs left?, Where's
your biography for PR 12
Least likely to say: Ne,
henestly, I'd love to hear all
about your collection of...
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orn on the Channel Island

of Jersey, Simon Bisson
lives Borehamwood where his
local supermarket was once the
Death Star.

Simon used to play with
fast computers, very fast lumps
of metal and electromagnetic
launchers at Bath University -
until the money ran out. He no
longer wears T-shirts and
bermuda shorts at the GEC Hirst
Research Centre's Network
Systems Group whilst building
the infobahn.

Not an urban person, he
walks, climbs and builds narrow
gauge steam railways up Welsh
mountains. A self-professed

net.nomad, he’s often found
complaining about the weight of
the Iron Chicken, his portable
Internet site. Fannishly he reads
far too much Sf, and was the
accidental founder of the Bath
St Discussion Group. These
days, he just gets grabbed by
masked strangers and forced to
run conventions,

He blames it all on
watching the Apolle-11 moon
landing on a flickering biack
and white TV at goodness
knows what time in the moming
at a rather impressionable age.

t McMurray: I'm 32 and ’m
Irish, almest six feet tall,

married to Rona — and two cats,
Sophie and Silk. A graduate in
Mathematics, | work in London
as a salesman-cum-engineer.

| like animals, especially
cats, and own a Mac named
“Gimme Cookie!” I've been
reading SF all my life starting
with Heinlein, Fisk and
Christopher - favourite authors
today include Gene Wolfe, lain
{M) Banks, Mary Gentle,
Frederik Pohl, Umberto Eco,
Paul Leyner, Nevil Shute and
Henry Treece. | have several
thousand books and creaking
shelves

| like beer and vodka and
will eat aimest anything. | can
survive long periods of time
without too much sleep and |
have a very silly sense of
humour.

My first convention ever
was Helicon, Easter 1993, but
even then | was working (hidden
away in the Green Room). I'm
also a regular drinker at the
"Tun in London, where
coherence on my part is not
guaranteed.
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ark Charsley is

Membership and (when
he turns up) General Secretary.
He's been known by many
names over the years, but
most people know him as ‘that
bloke in the waistcoat’. He
isn't really aardvark enough to
refer to himself in the third
person, so I'll switch mid-
sentence. I ran the newsletter
of the Oxford University SF
Group for a bit and was best
knurdler at Helicon's Dead Dog
Party. I've been addicted to

raham Taylor is

Evolution’s treasurer,
newly evolved from
assistant treasurer. His
conrunning origins start
with Uniconze in 1990,

when he was also SF interests
treasurer. A brief _include high tech and
experimentation with alternative reality, in
international football particular England's Every applic
proved something of a remarkable and Ways.,
dead end. surprising SUCCesses in
By day, he works as  the 1994 World Cup.

an actuary for an
insurance company.
His responsibilities

include ensuring that
his company doesn't run
out of money to pay its
policyholders — which
should make him a safe
pair of hands.

cons since | was bullied into
buying an [flumination
membership by Dave Clements
and have a couple of ideas
about improving them. | work
{in the loosest possible sense
of the word) at GEC Hirst, and
my interests include stand-up
comedy, comics, computers,
films, hive minds, light-
hearted RPGing and recovering
from glandular fever.
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JOHN, Oxford Graduate.
glasses, 26 going on 40,
personal commitment from bFunette
with plots, really hard science,
(esp. castles and IA)

nexus of SW London,
ant to receive a samp
learned on familial knees.
Intersection science program and

GSOH, own teeth. PO Box EVOL96 .

inane folklore
Tl]lumination programme,
Evolution Ops for hours.

teve Glover discovered

conventions in 1979.
However, he used the flyer as
a bookmark, so it was 1985
before he first attended a con.
Since then, he’s been to lots
of cons (64 at the last count)
and had a go at most things in
fandem: fanzines, conrunning,
apas, filking, a stint at co-
editing Matrix, and up until
last Easter could safely claim
to have tried almost
everything in congoing fandom
except entering a masquerade

e and tell me what you'd like to do with my moose.

Box 95
RS

’
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Solitary Scottish con artist seeks

hill-walking,

and G&S. Based
will shower largesse on all comerg.
le of 0ld Bray's Kentish

and running an Eastercon.
Steve is the most northerly
committee member, having
just moved to Edinburgh.
Outside fandom, he can be
seen participating in these
varied areas where having a
beard, spectacles, good taste
in beer and bad taste in t-
shirts are not seen as
besetting sins.
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All the
Talk

Of the
Market
Steve Glover

PO

meteorologist/programmer, bgard &d,“
seeks intellectual stlmulatlo§ and @&
to share interests 1n SF 1]

architecture |
in Surbiton, transport :

Will bore on §

glamourous .




Why is anything ever simple?

John L. Casti

The Collapse of Chaos: Discovering Sim-
plicity in a Complex World. By Jack Cohen
and lan Stewart. Viking: 1994. Pp. 496.
£18, $23.95.

SOMEONE once described Los Angeles as
38 suburbs in search of a city. I can't think
of a better metaphor to describe how I felt
as [ began my trek through this book. For
the first 200 pages or so. I tried valiantly
not to be distracted by the fineries of
viruses. -information theory, reduction-
ism. algorithmic complexity. the genetic
code. the Game of Life, Langton’s ant.
Lorenz’s butterfly, dialogues with alien
scientists and the dozens of other intellec-
tual goodies put on the table before me.
Not once tempted by these biandish-
ments, | steadfastly persevered in search
of the city surrounded by these suburbs of
the intellect. And, as they say. all things
come to those who wait — provided that
they re willing to wait long enough — and
on page 222 I finally found the Holy Grail.
The authors™ mission. 1t turns out. is to
convince the world that scientists have
been focusing on the complexities of
a system when what really needs explain-
ing is its simplicities. In short. if there's all
that complexity out there, why is anything
ever simple? Voila. From there on it was
as if T were in a hot-air balloon soaring
over the landscape of complex systems.
being continuallv regaled by tales of
the world below by guides intimately
tamiliar with every nook and cranny of
the territory.

The “collapse of chaos™ in the title
refers to the way in which complex be-
haviour emerging from simple rules at one
level can itself give way to simple be-
haviour at another hierarchical level.
Although one might quibble with the
conflation of chaos and complexity. this
process of the emergence of simple prop-
erties and patterns from complex be-
haviour is the key in the rapidly unfolding
science of complex systems, so the authors
have certainly chosen well to have it
constitute the centrepiece of the second
half of the book.

The authors draw a useful distinction
between reductionism as a way of getting
at the scheme of things and emergent
behaviour. regarding the first as focusing
on the inside of systems, their content. so
to speak. and the latter emphasizing that
which lies outside the system. its context.
These are essentially dual aspects of any
system. which strongly suggests that both
are needed to understand fully the whys
and wherefores of any complex process.
Yet conventional science focuses almost
exclusively on the system’s context,
which seems to be a bit like trying to
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play basketball with one arm tied behind
your back. It can be done. but you'll
certainly do better with both arms cn-
gaged in the action. In fact, the book
argues that it’s flatly impossible to under-
stand emergent phenomena if you don't
look at both sides of this duality and
consider the system’s interactions with its
environment.

To characterize emergent behaviour,
the authors revive two archaic words.
“simplexity”™ and “complicity”. which to
many readers (including this reviewer)
may at first glance appear to be all-too-
cute neologisms. But there turns out to be
considerable merit to this semantic trick
Simplexity is related to the word ‘sim-
plex’. meaning simpie. and refers to ‘regu-
lar’ emergence. the kind whereby a system
of rules gives rise to simple features. A
good example is the appearance of the
celebrated Feigenbaum constant in all
period-doubling routes to chaotic be-
haviour. Complicity. on the other hand. is
a kind of "super’ emergence, in which
completely different rules converge to
produce similar features. The authors cite
consciousness and evolution as prime
examples of this kind of emergence.
So simplexity explores a fixed space
of the possible, whereas complicity en-
larges the space. Regardless of the
appellations, these are definitely useful
distinctions to draw about the behaviour
of complex systems, and it is to the
authors’ credit that they present them in
such an casy-to-digest fashion for the
general reader, not to mention the scien-
tific public.

Despite the intimidating theme, which
may suggest to many a fairly dull tramp
along several well-worn paths in the phil-
osophy of science. I think most readers
will be pleasantly surprised to find in this
work a host of new and thought-provoking
ideas about the workings of complex sys-
tems. The authors have taken consider-
able pains to describe their ideas in famil-
iar terms, with many examples — mostly
from biology — and have admirably made
the point that something fundamental is
missing in the traditional reductionist view
of science.

Simplexity and complicity may or may
not make their way into the scientist's
lexicon. but the ideas they encapsulate
about system complexity and simplicity
will almost surely form the backbone of
twenty-first-century science. And this
book 1s as good an introduction to that
science of the future as any you're likcly to
find. O

John L. Casti is in the Santa Fe Institute,
1660 OIid Pecos Trail, Santa Fe, New
Mexico 87505, USA.

Who is Jack Cohen?

ack Cohen is an evolutionary hiologist who designs alien worlds and
lifeforms. His new hook The Collapse of Chaos gives its readers a

head start on the science of the future...

This extract reprinted with permission from Nafure Vol.370 21 July 1994. Copyright 1994

MacMillan Magazines Ltd.

Colin

f course
we’re not
barbarians.
The barbarians live a
long way away, over
the mountains. So
remarks the young
Jillian Curram to her
unc!e in Colin Greenland’s The Hour of the
Thin Ox (1987). But as Greenland’s novels so
often show, the barbarians are always much
closer than you think.

ake Daybreak on a Different Mountain

(1984), Greenland’s first novel. In this, he

paints a vivid picture of a society in
decay. Much like the Romans, the inhabitants of
Thryn have built a wall around themselves, to
shut out the world, or perhaps to keep it in,
while they await their god, Gomath, who will
return to perfect the city. Dubilier and Lupio defy
the laws of the city and flee into the wilderness,
living and travelling with the tribes, the se-
calied barbarians. Yet who is the more barbaric:
the citizens of Thryn who [ift not a finger to help
themselves, or the tribes who have evolved a
way to survive without the dubious benefits of
life in the city?
Dubilier and Lupio
bring back a new,
more complete vision
of living and the
groups are
reconciled.

In the world
portrayed in The
Hour of the Thin 0x
and Other Voices
(1988) matters are
far less clear-cut.
A string of small Balkan- type
states view one another with suspicion and their
rulers find themselves caught up in an endless
round of diplomacy, with alliances constantly
made and broken. Fortunes are won and lost
according to the signatures on the treaty and the
world is in a state of political flux. Everyone
seems to have their own solution but none of
them will work together to achieve a lasting
peace; Greenland embodies this in the exploits of
Jillian Curram, instigator of a suicide mission to
protect a group of people who are quite capable
of taking care of themselves, thank you very
much, not because they mean anything to her but
because through this she can take her own
revenge on the invaders who destroyed her
livelihood.

Other Voices shows the flip side of this
picture. While Bryland fights for its freedom,
Luscany has been conquered and Princess Netta




Meet the Guests of Honour

Greenland

lives ceremonially on show, a move calculated
by her Eschalan captors to reassure the
populace. Again, intrigue flourishes and all it
takes is one brief moment of anger for the peace
to be shattered. Unlike Jillian Gurram, however,
Netta eschews the volatility of the heart for a
more considered approach in her fight to regain
her kingdom, although even she is drawn
eventually into armed resistance.

Greenland’s first three books ostensibly
explored the eternal cycles which govern every
society: peace and violence, dissatisfaction and
contentment, but it also became noticeabie that
his female characters were gradually assuming
control of his work. Some, like Jill Curram,
fulfiled that age-old male stereotype, of the
woman who acts first and then thinks, while
others, like Netta, weigh the consequences of
every move. We should perhaps have been
warned...

ut nothing prepared the world for Take
B Back Plenty which sprang joyously onto
the SF scene in 1990. The cover
proclaimed it a space extravaganza, and many
readers felt this supported a trend towards
literate space opera initiated by lain Banks’
Culture novels. Others enthusiastically praised
Tabitha Jute, Plenty’s protagenist, just your
average spacer trying to make a living, and as it
happenred, female, and by virtue of that, a
feminist statement. Too frequently, novels about
women in space are overtly that but Tabitha’s
gender was entirely irrelevant in the context of
the story, if of overwhelming importance to
readers who were tired of seeing women
portrayed either as screaming bimbes or as
feminist stereotypes. In Greenland’s future,
women were just getting on with their work.

And yet the familiar concerns are also still
there. Greenland’s universe is inhabited by a
range of alien species, each competing to take
control, echeing the inter-state warfare of his
earlier novels and indirectly posing the same
guestions as Daybreak. Who has the right
answer? Much of Plenty is concerned with
maintaining the status quo which, however
dubious, is at least workable. The emphasis
though is on plot rather than philosophy, with the
cultural concerns moving into the background.

Instead we become involved with Marcae,
leader of a highly unorthodox cabaret troupe,
who promises Tabitha the wherewithal to repair
her beloved ship, the Alice Liddell, if she’ll only
take him to Plenty. It’s not that Marco is a liar,
you understand, just that “reality can be a little
uncompromising sometimes™ and by embroiling
Tabitha in a complex web of lies, Marco plunges
them all into a danger far greater than anyone
can imagine.

Vemor Vinge

Vernor Vinge is the Hugo winning author of 4 Fire Upon The Deep, a fantastic
journey across a dangerous galaxy, which re-defined space-opera for the
‘80s (and amused the many folk who recognised "the Net of A Million Lies*).
Among his many other works are True Names, often seen as one of the first

corner, Vernor writes Sf that is both
intelligent and entertaining. He
lectures in computer science
at a Californian university,
and Evelution will be his
first appearance at a UK
convention.

The relationship
between the human
boy Jefri and the pack
intelligences is a
central theme in 4
Fire Upon The Deep.

-Simon Bisson

“A friend, a rescuer,
an enemy? It wasn't till
years later that Jefri
Olsndot realized how deep
and real the question had been.

cyberpunk stories, and the Across Realtime diptych, where he began to
explore the idea of an upcoming ‘Singularity’ in human evolution. Despite
this indescribable future just around the

Gefvi i the Tenser-in Wity

So many times he had sat amongst the
Flenser, thinking himself safe and never seeing the pack as an
older human might, as a clawed hand that delicately held him.”

But if Tahitha Jute is struggling
to keep control of her life, Sophie
Farthing, heroine of Harm’s Way
(1993) has entirely lost control of
hers. Harm’s Way might best be
described as a Victorian melodrama
with SF overtones. The formal
language and recognition of the Dear
Reader’s presence sends us back to a
world perhaps more familiar to
readers of the Brontés.

Sophie is the classic orphan girl
in jeopardy, the rich heiress born out
of wedlock, the disgraced child
doomed to make her own way in the
world, the naive ray of sunshine who
improves the lives of those around
her. She is, as she notes, “in ham’s
way” as though Fate is working
against her while she is a cork
bobbing in the Flux. All is, of course,
resolved in the usual appropriately
melodramatic fashion but once again
the familiar concerns lie under
the surface, all the
poignantly given
the quasi-Victorian
setting and the low
status of women,
who are forbidden

Maureen Speller

jewer for Critical :
e cient fan* and likes cats,

herself as an “ancient id
chilli and Paul Kincaid (inno p

to be Pilots in a world dominated by
space travel and the constant to-ing
and fro-ing of alien visitors.

“My dream is a big one” says
Dubilier in Daybreak. “It’s far ahead,
calling me; and at the same time it’s
behind me, pushing me forward! |
can’t be satisfied with small
dreams.” The dream Colin Greenland
offers is confusing but all dreams are
confusing; it’s in their nature. It’s a
dream in which women participate
equally in a genre that has been
traditionally the preserve of men, in
which humans and aliens will mix
unremarked, but equally it's a dream
in which baser natures will break
through from time to time, where the
urge to colonise and appropriate will
surface time and again, as if to prove
that reality is indeed
unRcompromising.

— Maureen Kincaid Speller

is head of the BSFA and

Wave. She describes

articular order).



The NOVACON 25 Committee in Association with the Birmingham Science Fiction Group are Proud to Present

NOVACON 25

Commencing Friday 3rd November 1995, Running Continuously Until Sunday 5th November 1995

Introducing

The Chamberlain Hotel, Alcester Street, Birmingham as The Venue
With Room Rates From £20.00 per person per night (including full English breakfast)

Starring - ---

il
Star of Stage Screen and W H Smiths, Author of "the Culture" novels,
author of the "Helliconia Trilogy" Death-Defyin% Human Fly and
and the Burnell Series Connoisseur of Fine Sherry
]KtDISS IﬁMANKS
as A Guest of Honour as A Special Guest

e Also Starring

Creator of the Stainless Steel Creator of the "Slow Glass" Stories,
Rat and Bill, the Galactic Hero, author of the "Warren Peace" books,
Fandom's Very Own White Haired Guru and Fandom's Favourite Serious

Scientific Speaker

HARRISON SHAW

as A Guest of Honour as A Guest of Honour
Featuring
Guest Speakers Silly Games Films Quizzes
Late Bars Panel Discussions Live Music Lots of Fun
Programme Book and Limited Edition Souvenir Booklet
Brought to You By e -
Tony Morton, Chairman Tony Berry, Operations Carol Morton, Registrations
Chris Murphy, Programme Richard Standage, Treasurer Martin Tudor, Publications ]
The Cost? : Y
£23.00 at Novacon 24 £25.00 until Easter 1995 Rising Thereafter

Cheques, made payable to"Novacon 25" should be sent to:
Carol Morton, 14 Park Street, Lye, Stourbridge, West Midlands, DY9 8SS.
Queries should be directed to Carol or Tony Morton on 0384-825386 (before 9pm)

FREE -

A Copy of the First Progress Report, Which Features Articles by All Four of Our Guests!
Send a Stamped, Self-Addressed Envelope to the Above Address

Please Note .

Hotel Booking Forms Are Already Available!
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Bryan Talbot

n immensely talented artist and writer, Bryan
Talbot is familiar to many people from his work
on Nemesis the Warlock in 2000AD. He has also
worked frequently with Neil Gaiman especially on
Sandman. Recently he was concept artist for Return
o Love, a film directed by John Sorenson, loosely
based on Ramsey Gambpell's Above the World.
Y Negotiations are under way with the BBC. Bryan has
~ spent the last two and a half years completing The
Tale of One Bad Rat, the story of Helen Potter, an
abuse victim who finds that her life oddly parallels
that of her favourite author, Beatrix Potter. Bad Rat
is powerful, disturbing and profoundly moving — and
it's already causing controversy with the Beatrix
Potter Society backing it and the National Trust
attacking it. It's on sale in October - take a look.
ryan is probably still best known for The
Adventures of Luther Arkwright, a tale of
heroism and pacifism set across parallel
worlds in a universe threatened by Firefrost and
the disruptors, mysterious stormiroopers in black.
2% In one parallel the Puritans still rule and Hiram
B8 Kowolsky, foreign correspondent for the New
Amsterdam Herald, reports from his hideaway on
London Bridge... Arkwright fans will be glad to
know that Bryan is starting work on the sequel,
which may well be finished in time for Evolution.

-Mary Branscombe

Evolutionary Directions

Never mind about the guests -
what's the programme going to be
like? Will it be the usual panels
without enough microphones?

very convention needs
Ea programme, and

Evolution will be no
different. Of course in PR1
it’s a teensy hit early to give
you an exact timetable, so
here’s a glimpse at some of
the ideas we’ve been having.

It’s an Eastercon.
Everyone knows what that
means... but at Evelution
we’re thinking slightly
differently. Evolution is going
to be a convention that you
leave saying “l can do that!”
There’ll be workshops,
discussions and kaffee-
kiatsch. It’s net going to be
all big program items and
talking heads this time!
0f course our cheice of

guests is going to affect our
programme. With Vernor
Vinge and Jack Cohen on
hand, you’ll be sure to find an

item or two on the Singularity:
the future of human evolution.

And with Colin Greenland and
Bryan Talbot around, there’s
bound to be a diversion into

an alternate history or two.
Perhaps Bryan will inspire us
to look at comics, Vernor at
Hard Sf, Colin at the New
Wave, and Jack at chaos.
Perhaps you’ll find
computers sat in the corners,
ready to show you the Internet
or to give you a chance at
putting together an instant
fanzine. You could find
yourself in the bar talking
astrophysics, or drinking a

cup of coffee and listening to
someone explaining just how
they wrote that story for
Interzone.

For Evolution is really about
you, the members. We want
you to get involved, to start a
fannish revival. We want you
to run local groups, fanzines,
to have a presence on the
Net, to start new APAs, to
boldly go where no fan has
gone bhefore... And this is

Ideas and inspiration,
desires and dreams.
Evolution isn’t just an
Eastercon, it’s a
philosophy.

where we’ll be encouraging
you, giving you the tools you
need to go out into the world
as born-again fen! You'll have
a chance to talk to folk who
run some of the bigger local
groups, listen to the thoughts
behind a fanzine or three. You
might get to listen to an APA
at work, to sit in on a writer’s
workshop or even learn how
to belly dance.

And as you get into your
car, train or plane to leave
Evolution we hope you’ll take
some of it away with you, as
ideas and inspiration, as
desires and dreams. Evolution
isn’t just an Eastercon, it’s @
philosophy.

Don’t forget, if you've
got something you want to
offer Evolution, get in touch -
write to us or e-mail
simon@fehen. demon. co.uk.

— Simon Bisson
Programming
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Confabulation

CONFABULATION
the 1995 Eastercon

14th-17th April, 1995, Britannia International Hotel, Docklands, London
Guests of Honour: Lois McMaster Bujold, Bob Shaw and Roger Robinson
£20 attending/£10 supporting until 31/12/94: then £25 attending/£10 supporting
3 York Street, Altrincham, Cheshire, WA15 9QH

confab@moose.demon.co.uk

Stages in the evolution of the moose

Stepr: The Moosoeba

Confabulation is planned to be a small and friendly Eastercon; if you haven’t joined yet, then we're
encouragingyou to do so now. We aren’t publicising the con much outside the fannish community,
and we're aiming to have about 750 members. Although we can go a bit biggerthan that, we may be
forced at some point to close membership. In order to get a clear idea of numbers, we are
encouraging people to join in advance. Our on-the-door rates, for both day and full attending
memberships, will be expensive.

You can avoid both of these problems by becoming a supporting member of Confabulation now. It’s
only a tenner, and supporting members will be able to convert to day or attending membership at
reasonable rates even if the convention has been closed. Supporting members also get all the
convention publications. We will only be taking postal membershipsuntil 31/3/95.
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INTERSECTION

AUGUST 24-28 1995

GUESTS OF HONOUR

SAMUEL R DELANY & GERRY ANDERSON

ART GUEST OF HONOUR

LES EDWARDS

FAN GUEST OF HONOUR

ViIN¢ CLARKE

TOAST MR & MRS

DIANE DUANE & PETER MORWOOD

SCOTTISH EXHIBITION & CONFERENCE CENTRE, GLASGOW
THE 3RD WORLD SCIENCE FICTION CONVENTION.

Intersection, MEMBERSHIP £ USS$ Intersection,
Washington DC, Supporting 15 -5 Glasgow
20003, USA . G2 1BR, UK
Junior (Born 24/Aug/80 or later) | 15 25
CREDIT
Child (Born 24/Aug/88 or later) 5 10 CARDS
WELCOME

E-Mail: intersection@smof.demon.co.uk
Worldcon and World Science Fiction Convention are registered service marks of the World Science Fiction Society.




Food, glorious food

et's face it, food is pretty important amd 2s a committee, we've found it to be
La potent force for binding us together into a coherent whole - there's not
much more coherent than a committee stuck together with chocolate and ice
cream. In the interests of fannish harmomy, we'd like to share with you the food
we've found so helpful, starting with Bridget's Primordial Soup Without Cabbage.

2 medium onions, chopped 2 medium leeks, chopped 4 sticks celery, chopped

2 tablespoons olive oil 4 oz smoked bacon{optionzl) 2 medium carrots, chopped

2 pints beef or vegetable stock 2 x 400g can chopped tamatses 4 tablespoons tomato purse

2 oz small pasta shapes 4 oz shredded cabbage 1 pint milk

2 x 213g can red kidney beans, drained Salt and freshly-milled black pepper
To garnish: freshly-chopped parsley

First acquire your ingredients and perform the necessary draiming nd chopoim

reparztions upon them. Put the milk

aside in a warin place. Gently cook the onion. lesi and im the olive oil n a agx: pan till softened but not brown.
Add bacon and cook, stirring, for another minute Adc &l e rest of fie ingredients except for the milk, pasta and
garnish, realise your pan is too small. i2ks out the cabbage. squasn =zl do hr and bring to the boil. Worry as it all

spills over the side of the pan, lower hez ‘c‘ simmer for 20 minwutss. Adc e pastz and cook for another 10 minutes or
until it's tender. Adjust seasoning it zarmished with freshly-chopped parsley. Serve with
grated Parmesan and crusty French orzac A nice ciollop of sou progebly wouldnt go amiss here, either.

Serves between two anc si¥ zen fim am Ao mamy pegnle have brought enough food to feed the

whole committee with them. BH

Colin Greenland's Pancake Cake

Serves two. Pancakes are a good thing to sere fm yowrself and one guest more laborious for any more than that.
Quantities are a bit imaginary bscause | zways di eueryttiing by eye znc experience rather than weights and measures.
Many people seem to be scarec of making zanc I e ] ad fun if you've got the right utensils. My
favourite filling exploits the wonderfu! netural affimity of musihrooms, aubergires and slices of dead pig, but you can put

anything in this if it's moist enough

For the pancakes

2 oz 100% whelemeal flour quartar pimt of milllc

1 large egg or 2 smaller ones drlsmmm’ﬁuﬁ of il

Mix well — a watertight boftle or bsaker ung evenytiing im and sieke it @ fot The mare you sheke, the

lighter the batter. Then you can pour td sam witthout messing arowrd with ladies. Allow to stznd, to give

the flour time to absorb the liguid =13 ™ w, or lamger won't hurt — shele every so ofen to stop the mixdure

separating. When you're ready to uss it T shouc ich amd gooey but fow ezsiy. F it doesn't, add maors milk; vou can

always thin a batter that's too thick — the other way rounc is guaraniesd © go lumpy

For the filling

frying oil small onion

6 rashers of bacon 6 oz musirooms

shake of thyme, a little less of oregano, still less of sage

salt and pepper if you want, but the bacon adds s2it. anc pepper's always Dest

Chop everything small. In an oven-top casserole fry amion until soft. them 2o

add aubergine and mushrooms. Make sure the mncure 1s natdry e =

goes soft and moist. If your mushrooms produce 2 lot uid, thicken it with 2 ¢ o
Light the oven and put a large ovenproof plate or dish in fo warm ¥ ou can pur the cas:

Make the pancakes. The secret of pancakes is lots of egg. a neavy pan with damaged surface, lofs o

hardly any oil. (Traditionally lard, but I've never understood why.) Put jus m the pam o cover the surface

pour off any excess, then heat it until it hazes and begins to smoke. Shake fur ms;iy and tip im just emough to

cover the bottom tilting the pan every which way to make sure it does L,OVQT the bofiom. Then leave it unbll the batter

clowe of garlic
1 mot ewormous aubergine

never tossed a pancake i |n my life and don't see any need to make a dellcate job i rto a hazardous ene. The ather thing
about pancakes is the first one is always disappointing, and they only really get good as you run out of dafzr | ow 7o
axplanation or solution for this.

Take pan or turn down very low while you put pancake on a warm plate, top with dollop of filling. then couer
and return fo oven. Repeat until you have a pile of pancakes layered with filling. The advantage of this method
dan't have to fill and roll pancakes individually and you can adjust the size of each dollop to make sure you
of filling or mave any lsft over. You can leave it in the oven long enough to cook a quick green vegetable but no langer
Birimig calie to the i20le and cut in half straight across the middle. GG

Miary's Tiramisoara -

1 twiy marscapone 3eggs

2wz ar lots more framboiss 1/2 packest trifle sponges

firwit - alhmrtz apricets, 1 peach, 1banana, 1 kiwi fruit
S o the volks and sugar together info a smooth, pale yellow mousse and get someone else to whip the

When they've done that, take the chocolate out of the fridge, give them a big sherp

iatz curls ana slivers (get sticking plaster ready).

2 in to the yolks and suger till smooth, then lightly mix in the egg whites. Taste in

ughto go inthe dish. Slice the fruit over a bowl to catch any juice, set aside on a plate.

ise 1o the frult juice. Slice the trifle sponges and dip the slices quickly in the alcohol — not too long or you

~= up with a nand of crumbs and framboise but long enough that there's no dry spots. Place a layer in the bottom of the

- aitcmatwely place a layer of trifle sponge slices in the dish and pour over alcohol, which uses more framboise.

272 ayer of fruit, a layer of marscapone custard and a sprinkle of chocolate. Repeat with layers of trifle sponges, then

fruit, marscapane and chocolate until the disk is full. End with a layer of marscapone and the last of the chocolate.

W your gg whipper and chocolate slicer to help you lick the bowl out while you put the dish in the

fridge for at: lgast an hour. Se rve in small bowls to about 6 people who will appreciate your genius. This dish is really

Siman's variaiom on fram my original recipe, but | got fed up of being told it wasn't a ‘real Tiramisu' and

demicted amyitimg s aleatolic should be fannish... MB

20z sugar
20z or lots more plain chocolats

Tiramisu

Yikes! A speaking
Chair!

ouw’re the Chair, you write the
Yintroduction, they said. “I can’t do
that!” | cried. “Okay, write the
afterword instead,” they replied. I've not
got this committee properly trained yet.
Well, here we are at the end of PR1.
You will know hy now that we have been
successful in finding a new site after our
sadly abortive negotiations with the
Brighton Metropole. We are looking
forward to holding an Eastercon in the
Radisson Edwardian and will be bringing
literature ahout it to future conventions
so you can see for yourselves what it is
like. | am eagerly anticipating the
signings and programme items in the pool!
The programme is shaping up with a
mixture of the serious and the silly; the
hotel is ideal for the workshops we want
to make a feature of, and everyone seems
to he happy — even the people who have
resigned! Yes, we’re two down already...
Rhodri James (whose fault this is) had the
good sense to ship out hefore the hid, and
our publicity officer Alex McLintock has
left but has been replaced by Graham
Taylor — doing Pat’s job of treasurer. Pat
has been shunted into site liaison (taking
ever from me — hooray) leaving me to take
the mantle of publicity. | was going to say
that Steve Glover has not got a job, but he
has just found one in Edinburgh. Bert has
been abducted hy aliens, and Jeanette
has just discovered her long lost twin.
Confused? You know it makes sense.
While we were drunk at the *Tun and
not running away screaming “No, no, we
shall not run an Eastercon,” we thought of
using the name Vivisection. This would let
us use wonderful slogans like
“Wivisection - it’s a cut above the rest,”
and advertise hreakfast as heing smoked
bacen, smoked kippers and smoked
beagles — but somewhere along the line
we settied on Evolution. 1t seemed such
an apt name, and filled us with
enthusiasm for doing new things with the
Eastercon. The trouble is that people use
our name as a noun. Some recent fanzine
discussion on conventions has said
(paraphrased wildly) “I remember the
good old days when cons were small and
great. Now they’re big and full of sheep-
like morons being herded around and
they’re too expensive. Evolution — it’s
crap™ — which of course it won't be! Now
we’d like your money. If you are a full
member, thank you for your money. If you
are not, please send us some! This has
been a public service announcement.
Thank you for listening.
- Bridget Hardcastle
Chair
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